An Economy of Words

= means “change to”
Oftentimes we don’t choose the best words or phrases when we write; and we can’t be expected to in early drafts. Only through intense editing can we arrive at the best “Economy of Words” (communicating through the least amount, and best fitting words—where “best fitting” takes precedent over “least amount”). Below are word phrases that are not the best choices, and next to them are the “better” rewrites. Have at it.

Bright sunlight = sunlight.

Came around = turned. (turned a sharp bend)

Came into = entered.

Came out of = left.

Came to a stop = stopped.

Cannot not = must (“I cannot not see him.” = “I must see him.”) Turn the negative into a positive.

Come back down = come down.

Could only sit (any non-to-be verb) = sat (any verb).

Didn’t have the… = had no…

Dark shadow = shadow.

Down at the floor = at the floor.

Finally = Delete if it starts a sentence.

Gave Amy a hug = hugged Amy.

Get away from = escape.

Get better = improve.

Get out of here = leave.

Get to = reach. (if I can get to it = if I can reach it.)

Give me a (verb) = (verb past tense) me. (“Will you give me a hand?” = “Will you help me?”)

Give way = collapse.

Go back = return.
Going to have to = must (“I’m going to have to do that.” = “I must do that.”).

Going to (verb) = I’ll (verb).

Gone by = passed.

Go to it = attend.

Got out = stepped from.

Got up = Stood up, stood, or rose.

Had become = became.

Had made a (an) = Had (past tense verb) (“Had made an arrangement.” = “Had arranged.”

Had to get = needed.

Have to = must. (“You have to go.” = “You must go.”)

Have to have = must (“I have to have my way.” = “I must have my way.”)

Having gotten a good look at = scrutinized.
Hung down from = hung from.

In front of = before.

Just short of = near.

Just then, I spied him. = I spied him.

Knelt down = knelt.

Let the water out = drained.

Looked around = scanned/searched.

Looked at/over = scrutinized, examined.

Looked down at = looked at.

Made a lunge (any verb) = lunged (any verb).

Made the whole thing up = concocted it all.

Made up = compensated or comprised.

Make a plan for getting = plan to get.

Make friends with = befriend.

Make fun of = tease.
Make it go faster = speed it up.

Make it known to = inform/reveal it.

Make it to = reach.

Make it up to = compensate.

Make off with = abduct.

Make out = discern/determine.

Making me angry = angering me.

Making such a fuss = fussing.

Making the most = taking advantage.

Making sense of = analyzing.

Not going to = won’t (“I’m not going to jump.” = “I won’t jump.”)

Out of = from. (He jumped out of the balcony. = He jumped from the balcony.)

Paced back and forth = paced.

Point a finger = Point.

Put his head down = lowered his head.

Put on = display.

Ran at = charged.

Removed her/his clothing = he/she undressed.

Right away = immediately.

Sat down = Sat (most always).

Shook my/his/her head up and down = nodded.

Shook my/her/his head back and forth = shook my head.

Showed up = appeared.

Squinting her/his eyes = he/she squinted.

Stared down at her feet = Stared at her feet.
Stood admiring = admired.

Stooped down = stooped.

Suddenly = Delete if it starts a sentence.

Take a ride = ride.

Take part in = participate in.

That overlooked… (any past tense verb) = overlooking.

The two of us = us.

Took a step = stepped.

Took a deep breath = inhaled.

Took a moment = paused.

Took hold of = grabbed.

To see a horrible sight = To a horrible sight.

To see to it that you = to see you.

Turned her attention to = attended to.

Turned red = reddened.

Turned to face her = turned to her.

Up/down at the… = at the.

Was (with any verb, such as “standing”) = (Past tense of the verb. That is … use “stood”).

Was able to = could.

Was back to = returned to

Was laughing (any “ing” verb) = laughed.

Was over = ended.

Was talking about = meant. (“I knew what he was talking about = I knew what he meant.”)

Went back to = continued. (“She went back to reading = She continued reading”)

Went to = walked, strode, attended, etc.

Went to (followed by another verb like “fetch – She went to fetch a book.”) = (eliminate the “went to – She fetched a book.”)

Were up to = did.

What it was all about = the mystery. (She tried to understand what it was all about = She tried to understand the mystery.)
What she didn’t realize was that she… = She realized she…
When I saw = Spying.
